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Licensing Sub-Committee - Thursday 2 January 2020

Licensing Sub-Committee
MINUTES of the OPEN section of the Licensing Sub-Committee held on Thursday 2 
January 2020 at 10.00 am at Room G06 - 160 Tooley Street, London SE1 2QH 

PRESENT: Councillor Renata Hamvas (Chair)
Councillor Dora Dixon-Fyle MBE
Councillor Maria Linforth-Hall

OTHER MEMBERS 
PRESENT:

 

OFFICER
SUPPORT:

 

1. APOLOGIES 

There were none.

1. CONFIRMATION OF VOTING MEMBERS 

The members present were confirmed as the voting members.

3. NOTIFICATION OF ANY ITEMS OF BUSINESS WHICH THE CHAIR DEEMS URGENT 

There were none.

4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS AND DISPENSATIONS 

There were none.

5. LICENSING ACT 2003: K-CHE VIP LATIN CLUB, FIRST FLOOR, 512-516 OLD KENT 
ROAD, LONDON SE1 5BA 

The licensing officer presented their report.  Members had no questions for the licensing 
officer.
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The Metropolitan Police Service representative, the applicant for the review addressed the 
sub-committee.  Members had questions for the police.

The licensee, the designated premises supervisor and their legal representative 
addressed the sub-committee.  Members had questions for the licensee, the designated 
premises supervisor and their legal representative.

Both parties were given five minutes for summing up.

The meeting adjourned at 11.46am for the sub-committee to consider its decision.

The meeting reconvened at 12.48pm and the chair advised all parties of the decision.

RESOLVED:

The council’s licensing sub-committee, having considered an application made under 
section 53A of the Licensing Act 2003 by the Metropolitan Police Service for the review of 
the premises licence in respect of K-Che VIP Latin Club, First Floor, 512-516 Old Kent 
Road, London SE1 5BA, and having had regard to all relevant representations, decided to 
modify the conditions of the licence by adding the following conditions to the licence:

1) No bottles or glassware are to be taken onto the dancefloor area of the premises;

2) Polycarbonate jugs of water with sufficient polycarbonate cups are to be provided at 
all tables and regularly refilled;

3) That the CCTV system provides full coverage of all public areas, to include all parts 
of the upstairs including seating areas, a CCTV camera is placed so that it gives a 
clear facial image of all customers leaving the premises;

4) One member of staff be designated to ensure all persons are entered on the ID 
Scanning system when entering through the front gate, and that there is no re-entry 
except for staff.

5) Staff shall ensure that all patrons leaving the premises disperse in an orderly fashion 
and shall inform management of any issues they observe within the vicinity of the 
premises.

The sub-committee noted with approval the premises licence holder’s undertaking to avoid 
the use of single-use plastics where possible.

Reasons

The sub-committee noted paragraph 2.1 of the Guidance, to the effect that licensing 
authorities should look to the police as the main source of advice on crime and disorder. 
They shared the concerns of the police and the licensing team that a serious incident had 
occurred on the premises involving a bottle being thrown while an altercation occurred. 
They took account of the fact that the incident had occurred in the dancefloor area of the 
premises, where flashpoints are perhaps more likely.

However, the sub-committee also took account of the licence holder’s submissions (see 
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paragraph 11.10 of the Guidance) that where problems are identified, the licence holder 
should be given early warning and an opportunity to work with the responsible authorities 
to put matters right before any review takes place. The sub-committee accepted on 
balance that the respondent was unaware of the bottle-throwing and noted that security 
staff had acted quickly to deal with the altercation itself.

The sub-committee noted that it was not disputed by the police that, although some 
incidents of violence associated with the premises had occurred since the current licence 
holder took them over, there had nevertheless been an overall reduction in the number of 
such incidents.

The sub-committee considered with care (as required by paragraph 11.23 of the 
Guidance) what action would be proportionate in the circumstances and took account of 
evidence from the licence holder as to the financial impact of prohibiting the sale of half-
bottles of spirits.

They also noted (pursuant to the Equalities Act 2010) the evidence from the licence holder 
as to the drinking and dancing culture within the Latin American community which is 
catered for by these premises.

Overall, the sub-committee decided that although there remain concerns about the 
premises, in particular the risk of violence associated with heavy drinking, the licence 
holder should be given a chance to demonstrate that the premises can be responsibly 
managed and the risks reduced whilst maintaining the current practice of serving half-
bottles of spirits and bottles of wine or beer.

In order specifically to promote the licensing objective of the prevention of crime and 
disorder, the sub-committee decided that is was both necessary and proportionate to 
impose additional conditions on the licence as set out in section 1 above, in order to assist 
the licence holder to maintain proper control at the premises.

Appeal rights

This decision is open to appeal by either

a) The applicant for the review
b) The premises licence holder
c) Any other person who made relevant representations in relation to the application  

Such appeal must be commenced by notice of appeal given by the appellant to the 
justices’ clerk for the Magistrates’ Court for the area within the period of 21 days beginning 
with the day on which the appellant was notified by this licensing authority of the decision.

This decision does not have effect until either

a) The end of the period for appealing against this decision; or
b) In the event of any notice of appeal being given, until the appeal is disposed of.

Review of interim steps pending appeal

At the conclusion of the review hearing the licensing sub-committee reviewed the interim 
steps to determine which interim steps were appropriate for the promotion of the licensing 
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objectives, pursuant to section 53D of the Licensing Act 2003. The sub-committee 
concluded that these interim steps were appropriate:

 CCTV to be upgraded so all 
parts of the upstairs are covered including seating areas, and a CCTV camera is 
placed so that it gives a clear facial image of all customers leaving the premises;

 One member of staff be 
designated to ensure all persons are entered on the ID Scanning system when 
entering through the front gate, and that there is no re-entry except for staff.

The interim steps are open to appeal by:

a) The chief officer of police for the police area in which the premises is situated; or
b) The holder of the premises licence

Such appeal must be commenced by notice of appeal given by the appellant to the 
justices’ clerk for the Magistrates Court for the area within the period of 21 days beginning 
with the day on which the appellant was notified by this licensing authority of the decision.

Meeting ended at 12.56 pm

CHAIR:

DATED:

[CABINET ONLY]

DEADLINE FOR NOTIFICATION OF CALL-IN UNDER SECTION 17 OF THE 
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY PROCEDURE RULES IS MIDNIGHT, [DATE].

THE ABOVE DECISIONS WILL NOT BE IMPLEMENTABLE UNTIL AFTER THAT 
DATE.  SHOULD A DECISION OF THE CABINET BE CALLED-IN FOR SCRUTINY, 
THEN THE RELEVANT DECISION WILL BE HELD IN ABEYANCE PENDING THE 
OUTCOME OF SCRUTINY CONSIDERATION.


